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Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for automated management and standardization of non- 
public performance information associated with at least one business comprising: 

ebtajfHffld- receivinu a trial balance report from a contributing business as an electronic 
data file, the trial balance containing performance information associated with a- the contributing 
business, the performance information originating from an financial accounting system used by 
the contributing business to maintain its accounting records -,-: and 

storing the trial balance report as electronic data on a data processing system, the 
performance information in the trial balance report having a first format based on a first set of 
performance classifications; 

converting, using an automated process executing on the data processing system, 
the performance information in the trial balance report from the first format to a second 
standardized format based at least in part on a conversion map associated with the contributing 
business, the conversion map defining a correspondence between one or more performance 
classifications of the first set of performance classifications and one or more respective 
performance classifications of a second set of standardized performance classifications; 

aggregating the converted performance information with performance information 
associated with at least one other business, thereby creating a standardized database of private 
company performance information; 

analyzing the converted performance information associated with the contributing 
business based at least in part on one or more performance metrics; 

generating at least one electronic report based on ^results of the analyzing-for 
the^Htsiness^wK^^ and 
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automatically providing at least a portion of the at least one electronic report to at least 
one requesting party. 

2. Cancelled. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 1 , wherein the at least one electronic 
report includes at least one alert indicator to identify at least one performance metric of the 
converted performance information having a variance from a corresponding predetermined value 
specified bv the at least one recipient that exceeds an adjustable threshold associated with the at 
least one performance metric. 

4. (Original) The method as in Claim 3, wherein the predetermined value includes a value 
of the performance metric from a previous period. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 3, wherein the predetermined value 
includes a target value-set for the at least one performance metric. 

6. (Original) The method as in Claim 3, wherein the predetermined value includes a value 
representative of an industry average for the at least one performance metric. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
ebtati^H-ecdving, a trial balance fr om a second contributing business as an electronic 

data file, the jFeporH rial balance containing performance information associated with a second 
contributin g,business ? the performance information having a third format based on a third set of 
performance classi llcations; 

converting, using an automated process., the performance information associated with the 
second business from the third format to the second format based at least in part on a conversion 
map defining a correspondence between one or more performance classifications of the third set 
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of performance classifications and one or more respective performance classifications of the 
second set of performance classifications; 

aggregating the converted performance information associated with the second 
contributin g business with the other aggregated performance information; and 

analyzing the converted performance information associated with the second business 
based at least in part on one or more performance metrics. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 7, further comprising: 

generating at least one electronic report based on results of the analysis of the converted 
performance information associated with the second business. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 7 5 further comprising: 
analyzing at least one performance metric of at least one of the first and second 

businesses based on one or more representative performance metrics from the aggregated 
converted performance information. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim L wherein obtaining the trial balance 
includes receiving the performance information as one or more data files uploaded bv an agent of 
the contribu ting hu.siness.vi a a website. 

11. Cancelled. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 1 , wherein the at least one electronic 
report is pfovkk^-received from the contributing business via a website. 

13. (Original) The method as in Claim 1 , wherein the conversion of the performance 
information from the first format to the second formal is performed at least in part using one or 
more software programs. 

14. Cancelled. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim K wherein the contributing business is 
one of a group consisting of: a private business; a public business; a non-profit organization; and 
a government agency. 

16. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 1, further comprising: 

providing at least one alert to the at least one requesting party, the alert identifying at 
least one performance metric of the converted performance information having a variance from a 
corresponding predetermined value that exceeds an adjustable threshold associated with the at 
least one performance metric set by the requesting party. 

17. (Original) The method as in Claim 16, wherein the predetermined value includes a value 
of the performance metric from a previous period. 

18. (Original) The method as in Claim 16, wherein the predetermined value includes a target 
value set for the at least one performance metric. 

19. (Original) The method as in Claim 16. wherein the predetermined value includes a value 
representative of an industry average for the at least one performance metric. 

20. (Original) The method as in Claim 1 6, wherein the alert is delivered via at least one of a 
group comprising: an email; a facsimile; a voice message; and a text message. 

21. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 1, further comprising: 

delivering at least a portion of the converted performance information to a requesting 
party as one or more data files having a formal compatible with software operated by the at least 
one requesting party. 

22. (Original) The method as in Claim 1. wherein the performance information includes 
financial information and where one or more of the performance classifications of the first set of 
performance classifications includes a financial account and one or more of the performance 
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classifications ol'the second set includes a financial account correlated to a financial account of 
the first set. 

23. (Original) The method as in Claim 1 , wherein the performance information includes 
operational information and where one or more of the performance classifications of the first set 
of performance classifications includes an operational classification and one or more of the 
performance classifications of the second set includes an operational classification correlated to a 
operational classification of the first set. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method for automated management of performance information 
associated with at least one non-public business, the method comprising: 

ftfetemwg-recdvinu a trial balance report jLajcmottt data processing system as at] 
electronic da ta jjjed uploaded bv an a ucnt of a submjujng_biis incss via a prap hjcaLys tfr interface 
(GUI'), the tri al bal ance report containing performance information associated with a-foe 
submitting business, the performance information originating from an accounting system used by 
the submittin g husinessjojnaM^ and including financial performance 

information associated with the submitting business, as-afl electronic d ata fil e up lo ade d via * 
graphica l user Htfer4*ee4G44*Mhe performance information in the trial balance report having a 
first format based on a first set of performance classifications; 

automatically selecting at least one automated software program for the performance 
information associated with the business with the data processing system; 

converting, using at least one automated software program .executing on the data 
processing sy stem, the performance information in the trial balance report from the first format 
to a second standardized format based at least in part on a mapping between one or more 
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performance classifications of the first set of performance classifications and one or more 
corresponding performance classifications of a second set of performance classifications; 

aggregating the converted performance information with performance information 
associated with at least one other business, thereby creating a standardized database of private 
company performance information: 

analyzing, using at least one automated software program asseeia-ted with t h e 
G-W executinu on the d ata server, the converted performance information based at least in part on 
one or more performance metrics; 

creating at least one performance report based on results of the analysis of the converted 
performance information via^e4il- : Kvith the data server; and 

providing the at least one performance report to at least one requesting party via the GUI . 

25. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 24, wherein the GUI includes one or more 
webpages of a website and the da ta proc cssinu system in cl udes at least one webser ver associated 
with the webs ite. 

26. Cancelled. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 24, wherein the submitting business is one 
of a group consisting of: a private business: a public business; a non-profit organization; and a 
government agency. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method as in Claim 24, further comprising: 

providing a least one alert to the at least one requesting party via the website, the alert 
identifying at least one performance metric of the converted performance information having a 
variance from a corresponding predetermined value that exceeds an adjustable threshold 
associated with the at least one performance metric set by ihe requesting party. 
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29. (Original) The method as in Claim 28, wherein the alert is delivered from the website via 
at least one of a group comprising: an email; a facsimile; a voice message; and a text message. 

30. (Currently Amended) The method as in Claim 2423, further comprising: 
delivering at least a portion of ihc converted performance information to at least one 

requesting party via the website as one or more data files having a format compatible with 
software operated by the requesting party. 

3 1 . (Original) The method as in Claim 24, wherein the performance information includes 
financial information and where one or more of the performance classifications of the first set of 
performance classifications includes a financial account and one or more of the performance 
classifications of the second set includes a financial account correlated to a financial account of 
the first set. 

32. (Original) The method as in Claim 24, wherein the performance information includes 
operational information and where one or more of the performance classifications of the first set 
of performance classifications includes an operational classification and one or more of the 
performance classifications of the second set includes an operational classification correlated to a 
operational classification of the first set. 

33. (Currently Amended) A network-based performance information management system 
for automated management of performance information associated with at least one p r iv at e non- 
public business, the system comprising: 

a performance information receipt module that receives performance information uploads 
from a subm itting business in the form of an electronic data file containing a trial balance report 
taken from the s u b m itting h usincss's gen eral ledger acco untin g! svstembu^^efrf^^fformanee 
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H^Bft«atk>ivas^^^^ the performance information having a first format based 

on a first set of performance classifications; 

a mapping module, including a map database, that converts the performance information 
from the first format to a second standardized format based at least in part on a mapping between 
one or more performance classifications of the first set of performance classifications and one or 
more performance classifications of a second set of performance classifications, the mapping 
maintained in the map database; 

a database module for storing the converted information with information associated with 
at least one submitting busi ness with other am* related performance information associated with 
other businesses thereby creating a standardized database of private company performance 
information: 

an analysis module for analyzing the converted performance information based at least in 
part on one or more performance metrics: and 

a performance report/alert generation module for generating at least one performance 
report based on results of the analysis module, the performance report/alert generation module 
providing the at least one performance report to at least one requesting party. 

34. Cancelled. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 33, wherein the at least one performance 
report includes at least one alert indicator to identify at least one performance metric of the 
converted performance information having a variance from a corresponding predetermined value 
that exceeds an adjustable threshold associated with the performance metric. 

36. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 3335. wherein the predetermined value 
includes a value of the performance metric from a previous period. 



LIBW/I6678I1 1 



9 



Application No. 10/830,115 
Attorney Docket No. 123306-177660 

37. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim ^35, wherein the predetermined value 
includes a target value set for the performance metric. 

38. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 3-5-35, wherein the predetermined value 
includes a value representative of an industry average for the performance metric. 

39. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 33, further comprising: 

the performance information receipt module receiving a trial balance report containing 
performance information associated with a second submitting business, the performance 
information having a third format based on a third set of performance classi fications; 

the mapping module converting the performance information associated with the second 
submittin g business from the third format lo the second format based at least in part on a 
conversion map defining a correspondence between one or more performance classifications of 
the third set of performance classifications and one or more respective performance 
classifications of the second set of performance classifications; 

the database module aggregating the converted performance information associated with 
the second subnijuina^business with the other aggregated performance information; and 

the analysis module analyzing the converted performance information associated with the 
second submitting, business. 

40. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 39. the performance report/alert generation 
module generating one or more performance reports based on results the analysis of the 
converted performance information associated with the second submitting business. 

41. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 39, the database module aggregating the 
converted performance information associated with the fasHwd-seefffltl-s u b m i tt i n g b usi nesses ; 
and 
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the analysis module analyzing a performance of at least one of the 
submitting businesses based on one or more representative performance metrics from the 
aggregated converted performance information. 

42. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 33, wherein the performance 
report/alert generation module includes a website adapted to receive the performance 
information as one or more uploaded data files. 

43. Cancelled. 

44. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 33, wherein the performance report/alert 
generation module includes a website adapted to provide the one or more performance reports as 
one or more webpages. 

45. Cancelled. 

46. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 33. wherein the submitting business is one 
of a group consisting of: a private business; a public business: a non-profit organization; and a 
government agency. 

47. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 33 : the performance report/alert generation 
module further eomf^i^H^g- providing at least one alert to at least one requesting party, the alert 
identifying at least one performance metric of the converted performance information having a 
variance from a corresponding predetermined value thai exceeds an adjustable threshold 
associated with the at least one performance metric that is set by the requesting party. 

48. (Original) The system as in Claim 47. wherein the predetermined value includes a value 
of the performance metric from a previous period. 

49. (Original) The system as in Claim 47, wherein the predetermined value includes a target 
value set for the at least one performance metric. 

II 
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50. (Original) The system as in Claim 47, wherein the predetermined value includes a value 
representative of an industry average for the at least one performance metric. 

51. (Original) The system as in Claim 47, wherein the alert is delivered via at least one of a 
group comprising: an email; a facsimile: a voice message; and a texi message. 

52. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 33, the performance reporl/alert 
generation module delivering at least a portion of the converted performance information 

to the at least one requesting party as one or more data files having a format compatible with 
software operated by the requesting party. 

53. (Original) The system as in Claim 33, wherein the performance information includes 
financial information and where one or more of the performance classifications of the first set of 
performance classifications includes a financial account and one or more of the performance 
classifications of the second set includes a financial account correlated to a financial account of 
the first set. 

54. (Original) The system as in Claim 33, wherein the performance information includes 
operational information and where one or more of the performance classifications of the first set 
of performance classifications includes an operational classification and one or more of the 
performance classifications of the second set includes an operational classification correlated to a 
operational classification of the first set. 

55. (Currently Amended) A system for automated management of non-public performance 
information associated with at least one business, the system comprising: 

one or more networked servers adapted to: 

operate a website having one or more webpages; 
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BtHam- recciv e a trial balance report , as an electronic data file upload ed via one or 
more webp aaes o f the website, from a submittin g business containing performance information 
associated with a- th e submitting business,- ancL including financial performance information of 
that business originating from a general ledger accounting system used by the business Jo 
maintain its accounting records, as-arheleeti^ 

the^weterte; the performance information having a first format based on a first set of 
performance classifications; 

convert the performance information from the first format to a second 
standardized format based at least in part on a conversion map that maps a correlation between 
one or more performance classifications of the first set of performance classifications and one or 
more respective performance classifications of the second set of performance classifications; 

aggregate the convened performance information with performance information 
associated with at least one other business lo create a standardized database of private company 
performance inlbrmation-aeresfH^ with 

analyze the converted performance information based at least in part on 
one or more performance metrics: and 

provide one or more performance reports of results of the analysis of the 
converted performance information for display to at least one requesting parly-*ia4 he one or 
ma re we h pages of t he web site. 

56. Cancelled. 

57. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 55. wherein the one or more networked 
servers are further adapted to: 
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ebtiHtt-rccciyc a trial balance report containing performance information associated with a 
second ^bnijn iiiu business as an electronic data file uploaded via one or more webpages of the 
website, the performance information associated with the second su bmitting business having a 
third format based on a third set of performance classifications; 

convert the performance information associated with the second business from the third 
format to the second format based at least in part on a conversion map that maps a correlation 
between one or more performance classifications of the third set of performance classifications 
and one or more respective performance classifications of the second set of performance 
classifications: 

aggregate the converted performance information associated with the second submitting 
business with the other aggregated performance information: m4 

analyze the converted performance information associated with the second s ubmitting 
business based at least in part on one or more performance metrics; and 

provide for the display of one or more performance reports of results of the analysis of 
the converted performance information associated with the second submitting business via the 
one or more webpages of the website lor the second suhmiuing business. 

58. (Currently Amended) The system as in Claim 55, wherein the submiiting business is one 
of a group consisting of: a private business: a public business; a non-profit organization; and a 
government agency. 

59. (Previously Presented) The system as in Claim 55, wherein the one or more networked 
servers are further adapted to: 

provide a least one alert to at least one requesting parly via the website, the alert 
identifying at least one performance metric of the converted performance information having a 
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variance from a corresponding predetermined value that exceeds an adjustable threshold 
associated with (he at least one performance metric that is set by the requesting party. 

60. (Original) The system as in Claim 59, wherein the alert is delivered from the website via 
at least one of a group comprising: an' email; a facsimile; a voice message; and a text message. 

61. (Original) The method as in Claim 55, wherein the one or more networked servers are 
further adapted to: 

deliver at least a portion of the converted performance information to a requesting party 
via the website as one or more data files having a format compatible with software operated by 
the requesting party. 

62. (Original) The system as in Claim 55, wherein the performance information includes 
financial information and where one or more of the performance classifications of the first set of 
performance classifications includes a financial account and one or more of the performance 
classifications of the second set includes a financial account correlated to a financial account of 
the first set. 

63. (Original) The system as in Claim 55, wherein the performance information includes 
operational information and where one or more of the performance classifications of the first set 
of performance classifications includes an operational classification and one or more of the 
performance classifications of the second set includes an operational classification correlated to a 
operational classification of the first set. 

64. -99. Cancelled. 

100. (Currently Amended) A method for automated management of private company 
performance information comprising: 
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eb«w>wH H-eceiving a trial balance as an electronic data file upload, the trial balance 
containing performance information associated with a private business, the trial balance 
comprising data taken from thai business' general ledger accounting system and having a user- 
defined format based on a first set o I' performance classifications corresponding to a set of 
financial accounts: 

converting, using an automated process executing on a data processing system, the 
performance information contained in the trial balance from the user-defined format to a 
standardized formal based at least in pari on a mapping process that correlates one or more one 
or more performance classifications of the first set of performance classifications and one or 
more respective performance classifications of a second set of standardized performance 
classifications: 

aggregating the converted performance information with performance information 
associated with at least one other business thereby creating a standardized database of private 
company performance infoimation-aoro^^ comports 
wi#hgeB^J4y 4Jet^teii-a^c<->w} tm-g-pr ine-i-p I -es ; 

analyzing the converted performance information based at least in part on one or more 
performance metrics: and 

generating at least one electronic report based on the analyzing, wherein generating a 
report comprises generating a web page based analysis dashboard for visualizing results of the 
analyzing, the dashboard detailing at least one historical trend for one or more performance 
metrics associated with the business for the private businessHtfwJ 

aHfttfflatf c ally pr o vktwg-t-he-irt teasK)ne^4geton^ p arty. 
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101. (Currently Amended) A network-based business performance information management 
system comprising: 

a computer system accessible on a computer network and adapted to: 

electronically receive at least one business performance information file from at 
least one s ubmitting business, the business performance information file containing financial 
statement information en- from the submitting businesses g en eral ledger accounting system, the 
af4e a st on e -lH^wss-l']nancial statement inlormnlion in first format specified by that business 
based on a first set of performance classifications corresponding to a set of financial accounts; 

convert the information in the at least one business performance information file 
into a standardized format using a mapping process based on a conversion map that maps one or 
more performance classifications of the first set of performance classifications and a second set 
of standardized performance classifications; 

aggregate the information with converted business performance information of at 
least one other submitting business thereby creating a standardized database of private company 
performance infbrmation-aemssHW with 
general 1 y a eeepted-ac oo u n t ittg-pri-n o ipl e s ; 

analyze the converted performance information based at least in part on one or 
more performance metrics: and 

generate an alert if results of analyzing indicates that at least one performance 
metric of the converted performance information varies from a corresponding predetermined 
value by more than an adjustable threshold set by a recipient of the alert. 

102. (Currently Amended) A method for gathering private company business performance 
information comprising: 
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electronically receiving a file containing trial balance information at a remote computer 
system ove r the Internet, the (rial b alance information in a first format based on a first set of 
performance classifications corresponding to a set of financial accoumsMh^ldal balance 
informatio n associated with a submitting business mid take n from that submitting businesses 
general led ger a^c^ 

converting the data in the file from the first format to a second standardized format using 
an automated conversion mapping process that correlates one or more one or more performance 
classifications of the first set of performance classifications and one or more respective 
performance classifications of a second set of standardized performance classifications; 

aggregating the convened data in a database with converted data of other private 
companies thereby creating a standardized database of private company performance information 
across a rec^ivwg^-i^4mavKMaj porifMlio-iiKU-tK™ 
pr+ne^ples; and 

analyzing the converted performance information based at least in part on one or more 
performance metrics: 

generating at least one report based on the results of analyzing for the submitting 

business; and 

aaH-HT«*riettJ4y--providing the at least one report to at least one requesting parly.upon 
request . 
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